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of the clan by exogamy.* The Bajput never gives lands with
Ms daughters, except possibly a life interest in the revenue;
and he adheres to his genealogies with a stringency that is
politically and socially unhealthy. Looking to the actual
condition and relative strength at this moment of the pure
and impure clans, some good judges are inclined to believe
the pure Hajputs to be an exhausted tribe which is reaching
its term, and that impure clans like the Meenas, which up to
very lately were adding to their number and strength by
enlisting all the hardy outlaws and venturous men of the
country, would, if the tribes were left to fight" it out among
themselves, gradually push forward and subdue or expel the
Rajputs, who are now dominant over the Meenas. The
impure clans are rough and unscrupulous; the pure clans are
shackled by all kinds of jealousies and punctilio, by luxurious
vices and the pride of race. These things not only touch the
spirit and physique of a clan ; they tend directly to diminish
its number. The very poor clansmen cannot marry their
daughters; while the rich clansmen have too many wives,
being incessantly importuned to take a portionless daughter,
if only for the name of the thing, off the hands of a poor and
proud neighbour. Hence the deplorable rarity of heirs among
the leading Rajput families, and the direct encouragement to
two ruinous social practices, female infanticide and polygamy.
There is probably a natural tendency in the pure clan of
descent, as in the exclusive aristocracies, to become enervated
after passing its grand climacteric, when the tie of blood
which united the early conquering bands Ibecomes too tight
for the free spread of a settled community, mrMl it is over-
thrown and superseded by a more vigorous group in its earlier
and therefore more elastic stages, with prejudices and pro-
hibitions not yet stereotyped. If some such revolution were
even now to bring an impure clan into predominance in central
India, it is pretty certain that the new lords of the dominion
would at once proceed to set up as patricians, to cluster

* See Kutnbers xxxvl The divisions of the Israelites appear to have
belonged to the species of geixealogic clans, though in compliance -with usage
they are sometimes called txihcs in tliis paper, *